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redeemed human nature. Those who once were
sunk in the deepest and most degrading bondage^
are trusted to act like sons of God. To lead
us into the world of duty is a great benefaction;
but to bring us into harmony with that world is
far greater. To make us servants is beyond our
utmost claim; but to make us sons, is an act of
the grace of God that passeth understanding.
"Behold" cried the apostle in astonishment,
" what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of
God." To which great word, according to the
Revised Version, the writer adds: "And such
we are." God called us sons, and treated us as
sons, long before we had any confidence in our-
selves. But His faith in us creates our faith in
Him. He storms our unbelief, and before we
can well explain how it has come about, we cry
in astonished gratitude, " and such we are." That
spirit of sonship is the spirit of noblest liberty.
"If the Son shall make you free, ye shall be
free indeed."